
STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING
PO Box 9020 � Olympia, Washington 98507-9020

Application Instructions For Alien Firearm Licenses

If you are not a citizen of the United States, and you want to possess or carry any type of firearm,
you must obtain an Alien Firearm License. Washington State law mandates this. To receive your
Alien Firearm License, you must follow the instructions outlined below.

Send the following four (4) pieces of information to:  Department of Licensing
Firearms Unit
Post Office Box 9649
Olympia, Washington  98507-9649

1. A letter with your full name, your date of birth, your social security number/federal individual tax
identification number, and your current home address (see sample letter on back).

2. A copy of your current Washington state Driver's License or Identification Card.

3. A copy of your resident alien card, I-94, or visa.

4. A certified copy of your criminal history, or your lack of criminal history, from your home country's
consulate, on the consulate's letterhead paper. This certified copy is a background check and must be
done within the past six (6) months and must be legally translated into English.

A. If your consulate fails to provide you with this certified copy within 90 days of your request and you
have been a legal resident of Washington state for at least two (2) years, you can use your
consulate's refusal letter in place of the certified copy.

B. If your consulate can not provide you with a certified letter stating you have no criminal history, and
you have not been a resident of Washington state for the last two (2) years, you must provide
documentation showing lack of criminal history from your home country.

C. If your consulate fails to send you a refusal letter, you must show proof that you contacted your
consulate.  Proof of your contact with your consulate is a copy of your letter and your return mail's
receipt.

Complete the enclosed Alien Firearm License application form and take it to your local law
enforcement agency �Police Dept./Sheriff�s Office�. Your local law enforcement agency will take
two (2) sets of fingerprints and perform a background check. The non-refundable fee for the Alien
Firearm License is fifty-five dollars ($55.00), plus an additional twenty-four dollars ($24.00),
imposed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for conducting a fingerprint check, for a total fee
of seventy-nine dollars ($79.00) to be paid to the law enforcement agency.

A. If you are eligible, the law enforcement agency will send the approved application to us.
When we receive the approved application, we will issue your Alien Firearm License and
will mail it to you. The Alien Firearm License is valid for five years from the date of issue,
so long as the alien is legally and lawfully in the United States.

B. If you are not eligible to receive an Alien Firearm License, your application will be denied
and you will be notified in writing.
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Instrucciones de la Solicitud para las Licencias de Armas de Fuego para Extranjeros

 

Si usted no es un ciudadano de los Estados Unidos, y usted quiere poseer o llevar consigo cualquier tipo
de arma de fuego, debe obtener una Licencia de Armas de Fuego para Extranjeros. Esto es bajo mandato
de la Ley del Estado de Washington. Para recibir su Licencia de Armas de Fuego para Extranjeros, usted
debe seguir las instrucciones trazadas abajo.

Envíe los siguientes cuatro (4) documentos de información a:

 

Department of Licensing
Firearms Unit
Post Office Box 9649
Olympia, Washington 98507-9649

 

 

 

1. Una carta con su nombre completo, su fecha de nacimiento, su número de seguro social/número de identificación
personal para impuestos federales, y la dirección actual de su hogar (vea el ejemplo de la carta al reverso).

2. Una copia de su Licencia para Conducir actual o de su Tarjeta de Identificación del estado de Washington.

3. Una copia de su tarjeta de residencia permanente de extranjero, 1-94, o visa.

4. Una copia certificada por el consulado de su país de origen con sus antecedentes criminales, o su carencia de
antecedentes criminales, en un documento con membrete del consulado. Esta copia certificada es una verificación
de antecedentes y esta debe realizarse dentro de los seis (6) meses pasados y debe estar legalmente traducida al
inglés.

A. Si su consulado no logra proporcionarle esta copia certificada en un lapso de 90 días después de su petición
y usted 

 

ha sido 

 

un residente legal del estado de Washington por al menos dos 

 

(2) años;

 

 usted puede usar la
carta de rechazo por el consulado en lugar de la copia certificada.

B. Si su consulado no le puede proporcionar una carta certificada declarando que usted no posee antecedentes
criminales, y usted 

 

no ha sido

 

 un residente del estado de Washington en los últimos dos 

 

(2) años

 

, usted debe
proporcionar documentación mostrando la carencia de antecedentes criminal en su país de origen.

C. Si su consulado no logra enviarle una carta de rechazo, usted debe mostrar la prueba de que usted se puso en
contacto con su consulado. La prueba de su contacto con su consulado es una copia de su carta y el recibo
de correo regresado.

 

Complete el formulario adjunto de la solicitud de Licencias de Armas de Fuego para Extranjeros, y
llévelo a su agencia de preservación del orden público de su localidad 

 

"Police Dept./Sheriff’s
Office"

 

. Su agencia de preservación del orden público tomará dos (2) series de huellas digitales y
realizará una verificación de antecedentes. La cuota no reembolsable por la Licencia de Armas de
Fuego para Extranjeros es de cincuenta y cinco dólares ($55.00), más veinticuatro dólares ($24.00)
adicionales impuestos por el Departamento de Investigación Federal para conducir una verificación
de huellas digitales, por una 

 

cuota total de setenta y nueve dólares ($79.00)

 

 para ser pagados a la
agencia de preservación del orden público.

A. Si usted califica, la agencia de preservación del orden público nos enviará la solicitud aprobada.
Cuando nosotros recibamos la solicitud aprobada, nosotros emitiremos su Licencia de Armas de
Fuego para Extranjeros y se la enviaremos a usted por correo. La Licencia de Armas de Fuego
para Extranjeros es válida por cinco años desde el año en que esta sea emitida, siempre y cuando
la persona extranjera esté legal y lícitamente en los Estados Unidos.

B. Si usted no califica para recibir una Licencia de Armas de Fuego para Extranjeros, su solicitud
será denegada y se le notificará por escrito se la misma.



Sample Letter for Item #1

Department of Licensing
Firearms Desk
Post Office Box 9649
Olympia, Washington  98507-9649

Dear Firearms Desk:

I am applying for an Alien Firearm License.  Here is the information you need:

My Full Name: John Richard Doe, III

Social Security: 555-22-7777   Federal Individual Tax Number

Date of Birth: January 1, 1960

Home Address: 123 Your Street
Your Town, Washington    98000

Identification: Copy of Washington State Driver�s License enclosed
Copy of my Visa/Resident Alien card enclosed

Consulate: Letter from my consulate is enclosed

I have completed the Alien Firearm Application form and it is now at my local law enforcement
agency.  My local law enforcement agency will send the form to you when they have finished their
local background check.



CONSULATES IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

AUSTRIA
1111 3rd Ave Ste 2626
Seattle WA  98101
(206) 624-9888

BELGIUM
2200 Alaskan Way Ste 470
Seattle WA  98121
(206) 285-4486

BOLIVIA
5200 Southcenter Blvd. Ste 25
Seattle WA  98188
(206) 244-6696

BRAZIL
546 Alder St Apt 102
Edmonds WA 98020
(206) 778-8358

CANADA
412 Plaza 600 Bldg
6th & Stewart
Seattle WA 98101
(206) 443-1777

CHILE
700 Sleater-Kinney Rd SE
Ste B-261
Olympia WA  98503
(360) 754-8747

CYPRUS
205 Lake St S Ste 100
Kirkland WA  98033-6457
(425)827-1700

DENMARK
6204 E Mercer Way
Mercer Island WA  98040
(206) 230-0888

ESTONIA
500 Union  St Ste 930
Seattle WA  98101-4073
(206) 467-6314

FINLAND
11045  SE 28th Pl
Bellevue WA  98004
(425) 451-3983

FRANCE
2200 Alaskan Way Ste 490
Seattle WA  98121
 (206) 443-4703

GERMANY
Consulate of Germany
123 S Post St
Spokane WA 99204
(509) 624-5242

HUNGARY
P O Box 578
Bellevue WA  98006
(425) 739-0631

ICELAND
5610 20th Ave NW
Seattle WA 98107
(206) 783-4100

ITALY
23732 Bothell-Everett Hwy
Ste L
Bothell WA 98021-9364
(425) 485-8626

JAMAICA
8223 S 222nd

Kent WA  98032
(253) 872-8950

JAPAN
601 Union St Ste 500
Seattle WA  98101
(206) 682-9107

KOREA
2033 6th Ave
Seattle WA 98121
(206) 441-1011

LUXEMBOURG
725 1st St S Apt 202
Kirkland WA  98033
(425) 822-4607

MEXICO
2132 Third Ave
Seattle WA  98121
(206) 448-6819

NETHERLANDS
701 5th Ave  70th Floor
Seattle WA  98104-7016
(206) 892-3269

NEW ZEALAND
6810 51st Ave NE
Seattle WA  98115
(206) 525-9881

NORWAY
1402  3rd Ave Ste 806
Seattle WA 98101
(206) 623-2957

PERU
3717 NE 157th St Ste 100
Seattle WA 98155

RUSSIA
2001 6th Ave Ste 2323
Seattle WA 98121
(206) 728-1910

SEYCHELLES
3620 SW 309th St
Federal Way WA  98055
(253) 838-2500

SPAIN
4655 138th Ave SE
Bellevue WA  98006
(425) 237-9373

SWEDEN
1215 4th Ave  Suite 1019
Seattle WA  98161
(206) 622-5640

SWITZERLAND
P O Box 397
Fall City WA 98024
(425) 222-3574

UNITED KINGDOM
900 4th Ave Ste 3001
Seattle  WA  98164
(206) 622-9255

URUGUAY
1420 Fifth Ave Ste 4100
Seattle WA 98101
(206) 223-7000
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NOTICE

ALIEN FIREARMS LICENSE APPLICANTS

Changes to 18 U.S.C. 922(d)(9) became effective September 30, 1996.  This section of federal
law makes it unlawful for any person who has been convicted in any court of domestic
violence assault (felony or misdemeanor), to possess a firearm, regardless of the date of
conviction, unless specific firearm rights have been restored.

Note:  A person shall not be precluded from possession of a firearm if the conviction has
been the subject of a pardon, annulment, certificate of rehabilitation, or other equivalent
procedure based on a finding of the rehabilitation of the person convicted or the conviction
or disposition has been the subject of a pardon, annulment, or other equivalent procedure
based on a finding of innocence. RCW 9.41.040 (3)

This change to federal law differs from the Washington State law in that it applies to
domestic violence convictions that occurred prior to 7/1/93, whereas Washington State law
only applies to those convictions after 7/1/93.  Therefore, convictions of domestic violence
assault may be prohibitive.

If you have ever been convicted of domestic violence assault and have not had your
firearm rights restored, you may be prohibited from firearm possession, even if you
are issued an alien firearm license.

•  CAUTION:  Although state and local laws do not differ, federal law and state
law on the possession of firearms may differ.  If federal law prohibits you from
possession of firearms you may be prosecuted in federal court.  A state license
is not a defense against a federal prosecution.

If you are in any doubt as to your eligibility to possess firearms, we encourage you to seek
legal counsel prior to submitting your application for a license.

I have read and fully understand the foregoing statement.

Signed_____________________________________ Date_____________________________



STATE OF WASHINGTON
ALIEN FIREARM LICENSE APPLICATION
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001-070-236-0003

MO     DAY     YR

Last Name First Middle

List any other names by which you have been known

Residential Address City  State  Zip

Have you been a resident of Washington State for the last consecutive 24 months? ! Yes ! No

Date of Birth Birthplace Phone no.  ( )

Race Sex Weight Height Eyes Hair Dr. Lic./ID #

List type and location of all marks, scars or tattoos

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING WITH "YES" OR  "NO"

1.  Have you ever been convicted in adult court or adjudicated in a juvenile court, in this state or
elsewhere of one of the prohibitive crimes described on the back of this form?

2.  Are you now on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, appeal or sentence for any
felony offense?

3.  Are you the subject of an outstanding arrest warrant from any court for any crime?

4.  Have you been convicted of three or more violations of Washington’s firearms laws within any five-
year period?

5.  Have you had a firearm forfeited in the last five years for a drug or alcohol incident pursuant to
RCW 9.41.098 (1) (e)?

6.  Are you under a court order or an injunction concerning the possession of a firearm?

7.  Is your concealed pistol license, if any, in a revoked status?

8.  Have you ever been confined in a mental health facility for more than 14 days for treatment, or
committed as criminally insane?

If you answered “yes” to any of the above eight questions, but believe you are nonetheless eligible for a license,
attach a list of dates and circumstances including copies of any applicable pardons, certificates of rehabilitation,
or court orders.

Note:  A signed application shall constitute a waiver of confidentiality and written request that the Department
of Social and Health Services, as well as mental health institutions and other health care facilities, release
information relevant to the applicant’s eligibility for a concealed pistol license to an inquiring court or law
enforcement agency.

I certify or declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington, that the foregoing is true
and accurate.

Signature X Date

OPTIONAL

The Department of Licensing has a policy of providing equal access to its services. If
you need special accommodation, please call (360) 753-2803 or TTY (360) 586-2788.

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING
FIREARMS SECTION

PO BOX 9649
OLYMPIA, WA  98507-9649

For Validation Only



Washington State Prohibitive Crimes

Caution: Although state and local laws do not differ, federal law and state law on the possession of
firearms differ. If you are prohibited by federal law from possession of a firearm, you may be prosecuted
in federal court.  A state license is not a defense to federal prosecution. Federal law additionally prohibits
the receiving of a firearm by persons who are unlawful users of, or addicted to, narcotics or other controlled
substances; persons of unsound mind, adjudicated as mentally defective, or who have been committed to
a mental institution. Federal law also prohibits persons receiving firearms who have been dishonorably
discharged from the Armed Forces, aliens illegally or unlawfully in the U.S., or anyone convicted of, or
under indictment for a felony crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year, to the
extent that the law of the state of conviction bars possession of a firearm. Local laws and ordinances on
firearms are preempted by state laws and must be consistent with state law.

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT USE ONLY

DATA BASE DATE CHECKED BY

!!!!!          NCIC III
!!!!!          WARRANT FILE
!!!!!          DOL F/A FILE
!!!!!          DSHS
!!!!!          LOCAL CHECK

!!!!!          Approved !!!!!          Denied By Date
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1. Any felony offense committed in this state or elsewhere.

2. Any of the following crimes when committed by one family or household member against
another, committed on or after July 1, 1993:

� Assault in the fourth degree
� Coercion
� Stalking
� Reckless endangerment in the second degree
� Criminal trespass in the first degree
� Violation of the provisions of a protection order or no-contact order restraining the

person or excluding the person from a residence.
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